
STANFORD UNIVERslTY SCHOOL OF MEDXCINE 
Dearlment of Genetics 

Dear Dr. F o s t e r  

Thank you for y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  September  4 ,  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  my r e -  
narks on t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  b i n a r y  chrenical  
weapons. I must a c c e p t  y o u r  a rguments  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the c r i t e r i a  
f o r  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  I was g r o p i n g  for some o t h e r  l e v e l  of d i s -  
c r e t i o n ,  c a l l  i t  " t a s t e "  if you w i s h ,  a b o u t  drawing  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
i n f o  rnia t i o n .  

\khat I g e t  from t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no p r a c t i c a l  
way i n  which s c i e n t i f i c  deve lopments  t h a t  n i g h t  b e  q u i t e  danae rous  
i n  o t h e r  areas ,  l i k e  c i v i l  insurk;eocy, can be k e p t  s e c r e t  e x c e p t  
( f o r  a whi1.e) i n s o f a r  as t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  n a t i o n o i  s e c u r i t y  v i s - a - v i s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t .  1 have no p r o c e d u r a l  formula t o  o f f e r  my- 
s e l f  ( e x c e p t  t h e  e x e r c k s e  o f  d i s c r e e t  r e s t r a i n t )  t h a t  would be 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  more p e r v a s i v e  needs  for f reedom o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

B u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  c o r o l . l a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  e v e n t u a l  pub- 
l i c  knowledge ehould  be a n t i c i p a t e d  i n .  t h e  sys tem a i i a l y s i s  of t h e  
development  o f  new forms of weapons. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y  ,- 

P.S. I canno t  t ax  you w i t h  t h e  burden of  c o n t i n u i n g  th ic ;  cor respondence .  
However, I would bc g r a t e f u l  i f  you would p u t  i t  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of 
t h e  p a n e l  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  on s e c r e c y  mentioned i n  your  l e t t e r .  
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